THE  1COLE  NORMALS
will doubt yourself, and wonder whether you have indeed served a good cause or whether all your efforts have resulted in harm to your country. That is a horrible doubt, and rather than be exposed to it I would prefer to abstain for ever from any sort of action. Do not retort that at that rate no one would ever act at all; the ignorant and brutal masses are guided by a blind instinct which carries a nation safely through every revolution. There is no middle course between the ignorance of the peasant, who votes according to the interest of his field and the custom of his village, and the science of the philosopher, who votes according to his metaphysical doctrines and his opinions on History. Between these two extreme limits rolls the contemptible crowd of dogmatical semi-scientists who combine the peasant's ignorance with the philosopher's confidence; from their ranks proceed all ambitious and dangerous men; they do all the harm, because, lacking both Instinct, which, though blind, is sure, and Science, which is infallible, they are without that which supports Society and guides Eevolutions. Be reassured on my account, but do reassure me on yours : that ardour for action which I know so well is now making an effort to escape. You have but one means of controlling and containing it, which is to turn it towards the things of the mind. Pure speculation, which you look upon as so barren, is the principle of all things. Thought is the condition of development of all the human faculties, and without it there is no salvation. Do you count calm for nothing ? I know what you are suffering ; that sceptical agitation, that impetuous activity, that fever of ambitious, sensual, and political desires, do these make you happy ? Can you live,
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